


2009  
Environmental Landscape Awards Program

The Washington Association of Landscape Professionals is pleased to announce the 
2009 WALP Environmental Landscape Awards Program – recognizing landscape 
contractors, architects, designers, suppliers, and project owners who have joined in 
producing landscapes of notable merit.

The purpose of the program is to recognize outstanding performance by Washington 
Association of Landscape Professionals (WALP) and Washington State Nursery and 
Landscape Association (WSNLA) members; foster personal and company pride in 
superior workmanship; publicize the Associations’ and Industry; and encourage 
future business for WALP and WSNLA members. Our goal is to showcase the talent 
and skill at work on environmental improvement within the Landscape Industry.

Eligibility

The Awards Program is open to all WALP and WSNLA members in good stand -
ing. Non-members may participate by including a completed WALP and/or WSNLA 
Membership Enrollment Form and dues payment with the awards entry form.

Judging Panel

A panel of experts representing the landscape industry will judge the entries 
through photo presentations. Judges will be selected from the following landscape 
disciplines: Construction, Maintenance, Architecture, Interiorscape, Design, Irriga -
tion, Erosion Control, Horticulture, and Education.

Award categories are Grand, Distinction, and Merit. There is no set number of awards 
to be presented. The judges may recommend as many entries as they determine are 
deserving of special recognition or they may recommend none. 

The judges may change any entry from one category to another for the purposes of 
judging. They will evaluate each project independently of other entries on the basis of 
difficulty, craftsmanship, relative contribution to environmental quality, and overall 
excellence. The decision of the judges will be final.

Judging Criteria

Based on the photographs provided for each entry, judges will select the appropriate 
criteria from the following list to judge each category. (For example, if you are entering 
an installation or maintenance project where the edging is judged, your edging photo -
graph will be judged on attention to detail, degree of difficulty, turf/bed edges being 
neat & trim, etc.)

1. 	 Attention to detail
2. 	 Degree of difficulty
3. 	 Overall appearance
4. 	 Quality of materials
5. 	 Quality of plant installation
6. 	 Quality of construction work
7. 	 Attention to drainage & finish grade
8.	 Quality of lawn/turf
9. 	 Design objectives (does it meet owners expectations?)
10.	Comprehensiveness/scope of design
11.	Design of construction details
12.	Selection & location of plant material

13.	Harmony of design with surroundings
14.	Turf/bed edges neat & trim
15.	Plant material free of insect/disease damage
16.	Pruning of plant material
17.	Luster, color, condition of materials
18.	Mulch & surface treatment of beds/planters
19.	Seasonal color treatment
20.	Execution of construction details
21.	Structural integrity

Entry Rules

1. 	 Only WALP and WSNLA members in good standing and in 
the business of landscape contracting, maintenance, and/or 
or design are eligible to enter.

2.	 A separate entry form must be filled out for each project 
entered in each category. Please make your own copies for 
additional entry forms.

3. 	 Any entry application with incomplete or false information 
may be disqualified from the competition.

4. 	 The Awards Committee will review each entry to determine 
if all entry procedures have been followed. If an entry form 
is incomplete, the entrant may be notified and given the op -
portunity to complete the entry, if time allows.

5. 	 Applicants must have completed the majority of the project      
being entered.

6. 	 All installation projects must be less than three years 
old; installed after September 1, 2006.

7. 	All maintenance projects must have been continu -
ously maintained from September 1, 2008 to Sep -
tember 1, 2009.

8. 	 A project entered in this competition in a previous year may 
be entered again if it did not win an award. Previous award-
winning projects may be entered in categories other than 
the one for which it won an award.

9. 	 Category cost limitations must be adhered to. Cost verifica -
tion may be requested.

10. 	Renovation entries must include three “before” photographs 
with the application in order to be judged as renovations. The 
installation should incorporate at least 25% of the original 
landscape.

11.	 Design/Build entries must include a set of plans and specifi -
cations in order to be judged as such.

12.	 Entry fees will not be refunded for withdrawn or disqualified      
entries.

13. 	Award Committee members may enter projects, but may 
not be judges.

Entry Procedures

Complete the entire entry form. Be sure to include all               
relevant information. Do not include company name in any 
of the descriptions.

Submit a set of not less than 10 or more than 15 digital 
photos on a disk. Photos should clearly display the quality 
of materials and workmanship involved. Include “before”, 
“after”, and “in progress” photos of the project.

1.	 Photos are to be submitted in digital format as in-
dicated below. Slides are not accepted. If you do not 
have a digital camera, you can have your photos “dig-
itized” on a CD when you have them developed from 
standard film.

a.	 You must burn the image files onto a CD (not a DVD) 
and send it along with your entry form. Do not send 
the CD separately from your entry form.

b. 	 Do not e-mail your digital images to WALP. If you 
can e-mail the image, it is probably too small and 
does not meet the specifications below.

2. 	Identify each photo file name  with the name of the 
project and number each to correspond with the 
photo description on the entry form.

3.	 DO NOT PUT COMPANY NAME ON THE DISK OR 
HAVE YOUR COMPANY IDENTIFIED, OR ANY 
DATE, WITHIN ANY PHOTO.

4.	 Image resolution:

a.	 The preferred image size is 2550 – 3300 pixels or 
better. Take the image using the highest quality 
resolution and lowest compression load possible.

b. 	 Your digital camera needs to be rated 4 to 9 mega 
pixels or greater to achieve these file sizes.

c. 	 TIFF format is best if your camera has that setting. 
If the TIFF file format is not available, JPEG format 
is acceptable.

5.	 Orientation of images  can be either landscape (horizon -
tal) or portrait (vertical). No more than 20 percent verti -
cal images is  preferred.

6. 	 DO NOT crop, adjust color or brightness, or manipu-
late the image in any way. DO NOT include a digital 
date within the image. 

7.	 DO NOT submit your images in PowerPoint or in any    
other type of presentation program.


